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DRAFT MINUTES FROM FMG MEETINGS

GENEVA FORUM

30 August 2010 – 03 September 2010 

Participants : 
Bureau Chair Stuart Feder, Chair Mike Doran, Garrett Minakawa, Tom Butterly, Virginia cram Martos, Thaseen Khan, Nicolas Jammes, Rajan Dhanjee, Mark Crawford, Chris Hassler, Natascha Pottier, Scott Hinkelman, Anders Grangard, Mike Conroy, Johan Ponten, Christian Huemer, Jostein Fromyr, Mary Kay Blantz

Apologies:
Bill Luddy, Michael Dill, 
Recorded by:
Nicolas Jammes

Monday 30 September

	
ITEM

	DISCUSSION
	ACTION AGREED / Person(s) responsible
	Action Item Number

	1) Approval of the Agenda
	· The agenda was approved with minor changes
	· Approved
	1221

	2) D.09B Schema audit:


	· ICG received the next release from Jostein, the aim is to have it audited by the end of the week.
	
	

	3) D10.A library audit:

	· This topic will be dealt with on Thursday or Friday, along with the EDIFACT audit.
	
	

	4)Recommendations

	· Recommendation 34:                                                                         ODP 5 was finished on 15 August

            Comments were produced and TBG Steering gave its approval.

            FMG approval sought for the end of the week.

· Recommendation 36:                                                                         The TBG15 Chair indicated that support from 3 countries is already available 


	
	

	5) CCMA
	· A revised proposal will be ready by the end of the week. A meeting will be held on Friday. FMG approval is sought for the end of the week, but it has to go through TBG Steering before being presented to FMG
	
	

	6) TFIG:


	· Sida has approved in principle the new revised TOR. The draft agreement has been sent to UNECE.                                                 The working plan is being prepared, and will be discussed on Thursday morning with the project team.


	
	

	8) 3 country rule:


	· A change in the 3 country rule text was decided by the FMG (see document attached).                                                                              The decision covers standards and recommendations.                        

·  A suggestion came from the French HOD: HODs need to be told that being slow in responding slows the process even more.                

· Support for a project proposal is sought from 3 HODs prior to submission to the FMG. The FMG approves, or rejects project proposals, not HODs. In its report to the Plenary, the FMG has to motivate decisions taken regarding the rejection of proposed projects. 

· The implementation procedure of the 3 country rule started on 1 January 2010, and the Secretariat requested that all such project information should be completed before 30 September 2010.


	
	

	9) Timetable for Plenary documents:


	· The FMG and the PG will have one common report to the Plenary.
· 3 categories of documents:

· Agenda: 12 weeks before the Plenary ( 13 September at the latest (to be provided for editing and formatting by Monday 6 September latest).

· Main documents: 10 weeks before the Plenary ( 27 September (to be provided for editing and formatting by 13 September latest).

· Documents not needing translation: 6 weeks ( 25 October (to be provided for editing and formatting by 11 Ocotober latest).

The secretariat underlined the necessity not to receive everything at the last minute as this would lead to delays. 
	· The secretariat is to send last year’s report to the FMG

	1222


FMG Meeting 01 September 2010

	1)  Publication of UN/CEFACT deliverables: CCTS3.0 & NDR 3.0
	· Joint presentation by TBG1 and TBG6

· More discussions need to be held 


	
	

	2)Recommendation 37
	· It has been finished and the TBG Steering needs to send it to the FMG
	
	

	3) Forum 2011
	· An offer was received from Colombia to host a Forum in spring 2011. Raphael Torres-TBG15, who was behind the proposal, has since left the Ministry of Commerce.

· Secretariat pointed out that a new HOD for Colombia had been appointed
	· The PG chairs are to ask their members what they think about the idea of Colombia

· The secretariat is to circulate to FMG the security assessment received from Colombia
	1223

1224

	4) ICG audit procedure
	· A paper was written with a set of recommendations and the feedback given was incorporated in the proposed recommendations.

· The paper was published, but no implementation foreseen yet
	· The FMG Vice Chair, Mr. Minakawa, to circulate the last version of this document to the FMG
	1225

	5) press release and communication
	· The press release that will be issued needs to be result oriented, addressed to the general public and with a reference to the UN/CEFACT website

· The secretariat is to send the FMG relevant extracts from the press where UN/CEFACT is mentioned

· The secretariat announced that the French and Russian versions of the website were now available.

· The draft guide to CEFACT should be sent to the Bureau 
	
	


Thursday 02 September

	1) Recommendation 34, 37 and project proposal recommendation 36
	· Recommendations 34 and project proposal 36 were circulated within TBG Steering and FMG approval is needed. 

· Recommendation 37: some comments were received and the FMG approval is also needed.
	· Another week is left for comments, until 10 September. If no comments are received then the recommendations are approved and can be submitted to the Plenary
	1226

	2) Spring 2011 Forum Colombia
	· The FMG Chair asked the PG Chairs to give a feedback of the comments received by the PG members. Most members felt that the security situation in Colombia was an issue and recommended finding another alternative to Colombia. Participants from the US had stated that travel would be refused as Colombia due to a current State Department ruling. Under these circumstances and the fact that all PGs would need to be at the next Forum as a result of the Plenary discussions on the future structure of UN/CEFACT, the FMG decided that it could not accept Colombia’s offer. 

· The secretariat outlined the need to establish clear criteria regarding what is needed to organise a Forum before an official invitation is received. This would need to be included in a revised version of the Forum Guidelines as well as the implications of Host Country Agreements.
	· The Secretariat to address a letter to Colombia to decline the offer
	1227

	3) FMG distribution list
	· The TBG Chair felt that in view of the confidentiality of certain documents their may be a  need to restrict the circulation of documents to the FMG distribution list to elected officials only. The FMG chair asked the opinion of the PG chairs.
	· The secretariat is to send the list of people on the FMG distribution list to the FMG Chair
	1228

	4) Documents for Plenary
	· The secretariat is to circulate to the FMG the deadlines for the submission of documents
	· The secretariat is to circulate to the FMG the deadlines for the submission of documents
	1229
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