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APPROVED MINUTES FROM FMG CALL

18 January 2010
Participants: Chair Mike Doran, Michael Conroy, Mark Crawford, Michael Dill, Rajan Dhanjee, Anders Grangard, Christian  Huemer, Yan Zhang, Tom Butterly
Apologies: Chris Hassler, Natascha Pottier.

Invited: Coen Janssen.
Recorded by: Yvette Issar.

	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION AGREED/

Person(s) Responsible
	Action Item Number

	1. Approval of the Agenda
	The agenda was approved with minor changes
	Approved
	

	2. Approval of the draft Minutes the FMG call of 4 Jan 2010
	Comments were received from Mark Crawford. The draft minutes, with Mark’s suggested changes are to be re-circulated with a deadline of Friday 22 Jan for further comments. If no comments are received, they will be considered approved.

	Rajan to incorporate Mark’s changes and re-circulate the minutes for any comments from FMG members by Friday 22 January.
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	3. UN/CEFACT Projects
	• Recommendations for improving CCL management (Coen Janssen)
At the FMG’s request, Coen had prepared a formal description of the recommendations he presented at the previous meeting for improving CCL management. The FMG briefly reviewed Coen’s document containing six major recommendations. Not all FMG members had had the opportunity to study the document in detail.  Concerns were expressed by some FMG Members regarding the potential duplication/replacement by these recommendations of long-standing work on registries by the ICG or under the eBGT project.   

It was decided that a further period for comment on the substance of the proposed changes was required within the FMG. PG Chairs can also circulate the document to their membership for comment.   These recommendations could be discussed at the next Extended Bureau meeting in March, when status updates on other similar projects would also be provided.  The FMG decided that in order to go over comments received, and prepare to discuss the issue at the EB meeting, Coen should be invited to the FMG call scheduled for February 15.

Tom reported that the secretariat did not have direct access to Sharepoint through UNECE, but that WebEx facilities were available. He added that the United Nations Office of Geneva (UNOG) possesses Sharepoint facilities. It was noted that WebEx does not provide the same functionalities as Sharepoint.

• CCL D.09B Audit Status

Michael C. reported that he was waiting for feedback from TBGs 12 and 17.

Mark Crawford mentioned a message from TBG 12, which said they were withdrawing all BIEs. TBG 17 needs to respond to this by withdrawing all ABIEs from their library. To get clarity on this, Michael C. will talk to Mary Kay.

Michael C. also mentioned problems caused by non-use of the RSM document within TBG 17.

• D10A Status

This item should be on the agenda for regular review. Michael Conroy stated that work on D10A cannot commence until work with D.09B is completed.

• TBG items for approval

· TBG 6 Security item – It was unclear whether the TBG 6 project was submitted for information or for approval. TBG Chairs should clarify.

· TBG 1 Supply Chain Process – Michael Conroy has comments on this item, which he will submit to Coen.

• CCTS v. 3.0/NDR 3.0/ DTC – Implementation plan

Mark Crawford had circulated a proposed implementation plan. No comments were received, and it is considered approved. 

• UBL Proposed 25 new message types
Clarification is required from UBL TC.  Anders will contact Tim McGrath and come back to the FMG with a response by the next call.
	FMG members to provide comments on the substance of the recommendations to Coen. The document may be circulated to PGs for wider comments. This issue will be taken up during the FMG call on 15 February, to which Coen should be invited.

The Secretariat will inform the FMG of what is required to set up Sharepoint facilities in UNECE (eg licence fees, maintenance, etc. ).

Michael C. to talk to Mary Kay Blantz about TBG 17 response.

Michael Dill to take this information back to TBG steering for discussion.

TBG Chairs to ask Mary Kay to be present on the next call.

TBG Chairs to clarify whether the TBG 6 Security project was submitted for information or approval.

Michael C. to submit his comments to Coen.

Michael Dill was asked to take this issue back to TBG steering as the milestones indicated raise questions, and provide the FMG with comments.

This question should be discussed at the FMG call of Feb 1.

Rajan D to send out an email to FMG indicating that the proposed implementation plan has been approved.

Anders will contact Tim McGrath and report back on next call.
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	4.Forum Meetings 
	• Spring 2010 - Bangkok
Website - Yan has prepared a draft Forum website, which will be discussed at the Bangkok Planning call with Sangwon the following day (19 Jan). 

Room Requirements – No response has been received by the secretariat regarding room requests for the Spring Forum. The Chair underlined the fact that it will be necessary to have responses well before the stipulated deadline of 6 March.

Extended Bureau Meeting – The Chair suggested continuing on the Saturday after the Forum. FMG members are to communicate their availability to Rajan.

MRI Workshop – Need to check with TBG 14 about whether they plan for an MRI workshop. 

• Forum Meetings 2011

Tom pointed out that it would be worth exploring dates for another Forum in Geneva, as the facilities (both UNOG and CICG) are booked well in advance. The FMG recalled the invitation extended at the Plenary for a transition country to host an upcoming Forum.


	Yan to send the URL for the draft website to Mike and Sangwon.

Michael Dill to bring this issue up in TBG Steering, so Chairs can respond.

Rajan to send a reminder to FMG members asking them to communicate their availability for an Extended Bureau meeting the day following the Forum.

Rajan to contact Nicki Sahling, and to communicate the constraints re: meeting room space.

The secretariat will check on availability of both venues for the Forum in the Autumn of 2011 and Spring 2012.

 
	1059

1060

1061

1062
1063


	5. UN/CEFACT websites
	• FMG Website Update

Anders reviewed the documents listed on the FMG website, and sent a message to the FMG list outlining necessary changes.

• Confluence – TBG Proposals

Several issues have been raised by TBG which require assistance from the secretariat.

Tom mentioned the need to review how Confluence is working a year since it was launched. There are groups with little or no information on their Confluence pages. 

The secretariat had circulated a note to the FMG on the status of Recommendation 34, 35 and the Annex to recommendation 6.
	Secretariat to review Anders’ document and make changes on pages for which secretariat is responsible.

Tom will reply to Natascha on the points raised in her email.

These and other issues should be discussed at the next Extended Bureau Meeting.

The secretariat will send this note to Wilhelm de Jong and will seek clarification from him on the issues relating to these recommendations.
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	6. Forum Audit Analysis
	• Audit analysis 

TBG 17 has provided input. Michael Conroy would like to write up his own comments to add to the discussion. 

• 3-country rule

As this is an EXCOM requirement, a simplified interim strategy should be adopted to implement it pending the revision of the ODP. Any new project originating from the sub-group level should indicate which 3 countries supported it. An interim procedure would need to go through the Bureau, and then to Heads of Delegation.  

	Michael Conroy to write up his comments to move the discussion forward.

Mike D. will inform Stuart that the FMG will work on an interim procedure.
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	7. eBGT
	No status information as Tim, Chris and Stuart were not on the call.


	Mike D. to follow up with Stuart for more information.
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	8. Group Reports
	• ICG

Second rollover for D09B EDIFACT directory. The problems between ATG 1 and the submitter have been resolved.

Michael C has received no feedback in response to his request for new Vice Chairs.
• TMG

TMG will have a face to face meeting next week in Vienna.


	
	

	9. Secretariat
	There will be a WTO TF meeting in Geneva for WTO member states. Through UNCTAD, the secretariat has invited Tahseen Khan to speak on behalf of UN/CEFACT. The meeting will take place on 15/16 February.
	
	

	10. AOB
	• Next Call

The next call will be held on Monday 1st February at 5pm CET. 
	Secretariat to book call.
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