APPROVED MINUTES FROM FMG CALL

15 April 2010

Participants : 
Chair Mike Doran, Mark Crawford, Chris Hassler, Rajan Dhanjee, Natascha Pottier, Mary Kay Blantz, Nicolas Jammes, Bill Luddy, Christian Huemer. 

Apologies:
Anders Grangard

Recorded by:
Nicolas Jammes 

	
ITEM

	DISCUSSION
	ACTION AGREED / Person(s) responsible
	Action Item Number

	1) Bangkok Meeting
	Mike Doran had sent an email summarizing the discussions held with Sangwon Lim from UNESCAP, the secretariat and himself in a conference call held that morning.   Sangwon had informed that the demonstrators had left the neighborhood where the Government and UN buildings were located to gather in the city centre.  Conflicting reports had been received and Mike considered it was difficult to predict what would happen next and there was no guarantee the situation would not deteriorate.  The UN has not raised its security level, which is still at 0, but around 40 countries have advised their citizens to postpone their travel unless highly necessary and it would be at their own risk, so it would be difficult for the FMG to recommend that participants go there.   There might also be an issue with insurance policies, these might not apply in the event of civil unrest.   It had also been said that people should cancel their trips now, so as to get back as much as they can from airlines.  Some Bureau members and Heads of Delegations have also advised against going to Thailand.   Some participants had already cancelled their participation, and others were likely to do so in the near future, so attendance would be low.   Feedback from some Bureau members and HODs indicated a preference for cancellation.  No proper risk assessment had been possible.  Mike therefore recommended cancellation of the Forum.  He stated that one of the reasons for the UN’s insistence on a host-country agreement was to counter situations like this, yet when put to the test, there was nothing.  
Bill queried whether the FMG could recommend to people with certainty that it was safe to travel to Bangkok and whether all participants could count on support from their Governments should any incident happen. 
Peter, Chris and MK stated they were not going.  Natascha and Christian indicated their reluctance to recommend their respective Group members travel to Bangkok, although Christian indicated he would not mind going personally.
Mark considered the security risks in Bangkok had been exaggerated and the situation did not justify cancellation, mentioning the US State Department has not issued any warnings regarding travels to the zone, except for taking necessary precautions while there. 
In the light of all the above, the FMG decided to cancel the Forum.  Mark indicated he did not think the decision was justified but would not formally object to it.  
The draft communiqué prepared by the secretariat was discussed.  Mike stated that the UN was remaining fairly neutral, but UNESCAP had been questioned about guarantees and couldn’t give any.  Mary K requested the titles of UN/CEFACT bodies be put in full.  Mark requested a statement be inserted stating there was no endorsement of one side or the other in the conflict and Chris supported this.

Natascha queried queried how UN/CEFACT work would now go forward.  Mike stated that Sangwon had raised the question of postponing and also referred to the offer which had come in for organizing the Forum in Hanoi.  He considered there was insufficient information to take decisions in this regard and that the question of interim meetings and follow-up should be dealt with later after feedback had been obtained from the Groups.   He expressed the intention to have the whole question of the organization of Forum sessions reviewed.
	· The Bangkok Forum is cancelled.
· Secretariat to redraft the communiqué to HOD informing them about the cancellation and to send this to the Extended Bureau and to the UNESCAP secretariat for comments by 10 a.m. on Friday 16 April 

· Plans for interim meetings of UN/CEFACT Working Groups will be reviewed in the coming weeks as well as preparations for the next Forum meeting which will be held at the end of August 2010.
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